INTRODUCTION

Today’s children and young people have inherited a world they did not contribute to shaping, and whose future largely depends on the decisions and actions of governments and other stakeholders. In these decisions, sustainable development must be considered from a technical or economic lens within an ethical framework.
Young people represent an untapped source of enthusiasm and innovation to tackle the challenges of sustainable development. Collaboration with young leaders will continue to ensure a culture of ethical and environmental responsibility to coming generations.
AFRICA
HIV/AIDS
The connection between rural economic stagnation, urban migration, and the spread of HIV/AIDS is difficult to ignore.  Reduced economic opportunities in rural areas create significant pressure on rural men to migrate to urban areas in search of employment. Evidence of HIV incidence throughout East and Southern Africa suggests that HIV is highly prevalent along these migratory routes.  

Aid and Investment

Aid and investment in agricultural productivity in sub-Saharan Africa should be a participatory process that includes rural farmers and pastoralists, taking into consideration the conditions, needs, and aspirations of African citizens and their governments. This will result in more robust, context-relevant planning, and increase the political credibility of governments seeking aid and investment.

Stronger African governance and increased cross-border collaboration is vital for creating sustainable infrastructure, addressing the issues of water and food sovereignty and reducing conflicts in Africa. 

AGRICULTURE

Sustainable Agriculture
Agriculture constitutes the fundamental basis of economic and community life in many parts of the world. Development strategies that promote sustainable agricultural practices ultimately benefit farmers, livestock owners, the poor and society in general. Environmentally sustainable farming that maintains soil resources and provides ecosystem services strengthens the long-term viability of the agricultural sector. Youth, small-scale farmers and women should be encouraged to pursue sustainable farming as an intellectually and physically rewarding career. 
Preservation of biodiversity

The preservation of biodiversity through initiatives such as community-run seed banks, promotion of native breeds and species, and knowledge-sharing programs should be integrated in the design and implementation of conservation and sustainable development policies and strategies.
Food Security 

The competition of land and other resources to cultivate crops for biofuel production may outweigh the potential benefits of cleaner energy, particularly in resource-strained areas. The introduction of both biofuels and genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in certain circumstances has lead to a loss of crop diversity and increased pressure on marginal land and water resources. However, through improved international evaluation and regulation biofuels may have the potential to provide cleaner energy and GMOs may aid in solving growing food production needs. Accordingly, the true impact and sustainability of both must be continuously and critically evaluated. 

Strong investment toward research in important crops is also essential for the protection of food security to cope with shifting climate conditions.
DROUGHT and DESERTIFICATION
All countries have the responsibility to change production and consumption patterns that influence climate and contribute to desertification.
Development and implementation of early warning systems for weather phenomena is necessary to facilitate preparation and adaptation, especially in the rural agricultural sector. The inclusion of diverse voices, including those of young people, in creating strategies to combat drought and desertification will ensure that mitigation and coping plans are accessible and lasting. Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) would also empower drought-affected communities and shift the emphasis of rural development to a long-term, participatory approach with full community ownership.
LAND 

Land Rights

Insecure land tenure limits small-scale farmers from investing in the sustainable management of their land and natural resources. This particularly impacts poor and marginalized groups, especially indigenous peoples, young people and women.

Land Management
Urban migration driven by resource scarcity and population growth may be addressed through policies that promote better land management and a more equitable distribution of resources, including community management of local resources.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Global investment in physical infrastructure including roads, electricity, clean water and health services needs to be significantly increased if human development indicators are to improve.  

Economic Development

To increase financial security for agricultural workers, the establishment of support services and institutions providing credit and access to financial markets for small-scale farmers, women and young people is paramount. This also includes creating jobs and other opportunities in the non-farm sector.

CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES
1. Education
Education planning should aim to build the capabilities of rural inhabitants to contribute meaningfully to the development process and reflect local needs and realities. The DESD (Decade of Education on Sustainable Development) goals should be considered within this educational framework. 
The creation and increased accessibility of formal and community-based education programs will decrease rural-urban migration, empower families with economic security, encourage children to retain sustainable agricultural and pastoral traditions, and discourage agricultural child labour.
2. Water and Sanitation

To meet the Millennium Development Goals, any sustainable water or sanitation program must involve community members, particularly women and young girls, in an educational process of organizing, planning, implementing and evaluating the project.
3. Gender Issues

Gender Equality is a prerequisite for sustainable development.

It is necessary that the education, opportunities and respect given to women and young girls be held at the same level as those given to men. Gender mainstreaming is also a crucial approach to engage the inputs, commitment and cooperation of young girls and women while planning for sustainable development-related initiatives.  
4. National Sustainable Development Strategies (NSDS)
Stakeholders, such as NGOs, IGOs, and social enterprises are uniquely positioned to effectively implement NSDS programmes, providing governments with the opportunity to leverage their expertise and creating an accountability mechanism for governments to demonstrate the responsible implementation of solutions. Cooperation across the private, public and civil society sectors will greatly improve effectiveness of NSDS programmes.

5. Ethical Frameworks for International Collaborations, Negotiations, & Trade
Climate change presents a pressing example of the need for an ethical framework for international negotiations. Ethically informed actions and strategies to address environmental injustice and support affected communities – while involving young people – are necessary.
International trade agreements should be re-convened, with an emphasis on preventing massive spikes in agricultural commodity prices that exacerbate the food crises.  
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